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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION S0X1

1, In 1941 the USSR wes deeperately short of trained veterinarisns. At that
time, the whole country had only about six thousand of them, and half wers
in the army. A veteriparian who gradusted in the early 1940°'s and was
agsigned to civilian fileld work could expect to find himself the only
veterinarian in the whole county. The USSR as a whole needs about 700
thougand veterinarians to deal with the animal diseage which prevails from
Vladivostok to the Tu~Xish border. The UBSR practice of executing or
imprisoning veterinariens aggravates the shortage. In 1935 the Govern-
ment killed no lese than 375 veterilvarians followlng a severe outbreak
of rinderpest which had come in from Turkey. The veterimerians failed
to control the spread of the disease to the Government's satisfaction ard
this lsrge number was executed for allegedly spreading, rather than curing,
the disease. Most of the old veterinarians have been removed for politieal
reagone and every year numbers of the younger ones pay wlth their lives for
failures to arrest epidemics.

2. Graduate veterinarians who do not go into the army, into teaching. into
routine research (mostly women), or into special research and export-
import meat inspection (men end women), are sssigned as county veteri-
narians., THe pay is 500 roubles a mounth for theee Jobs, compared with
the 800 roubles a month for those who go into the army as regimental .
veterinariens with the rank of captain. There are no private veterinari-
ang in the UBBR. Most veterirarians do not have to be Party members but
they must be politically sabove suspicion. Each year a small number of
graduates is recruited for veterinary teaching. A student who is inter-
ested in teaching as a profesaion cen discuss it with a professor who, if
the student is good emough, will recormend to the Director that he be
retained as & teaching assistant. The pay for a teaching assistant is
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350 roubles a month end one must serve in this category for at lean® :ix
years before promotiom to full professor (800 rovbles a month) =an be
had. There are no special political qualifications for vetsrinary
teachers.

3. The USSR has no small animal hosgpitals. However, veterimary colleges
maintain clinice where small animals may be brought for treatment. Esch
town of 20 thousand population or over has a hospital capable of keeping
about 50 large animals at opne time. These hospltals are completely
standerdized throughout the USSR. They are under the county veterinarian
. {he may be responsible for only one or for more than one) and there are two
feeding and cleaning attendents. One is an assistant veterineriasm whe is
e high school. graduate with special technical treining (feldsher) and the
other 1s a general utility men. Tue service in these hospitals is free
and the supplies are adequate. Shortage of persommel 1s the chief prcb-
lem. If the animal brought to one of these hospitals is not suffering
from an infecticus Qisgease, the veterinarisn is responsible for routinme
therapy. In the cage of infectious discases, established Govermment
regulations are strictly followed {see below).

4, There are no profeseional veterinarian socleties in the USSR. nach
gatherings of the profession as do take place are all under close Govern
ment supervigion and are concerned with specific problems rather tham
with professional fellowship and the general exchange of imformation.

The Government would be highly susplcious of any attempt by the veterimari-
ang themselves to organize privately for any purpose, and the leaders of
such an attempt would unquestionably be regerded as enemies of the state.
The gcientifle value of professional socleties, 1f not the morale velue,

is partially provided by the centralization and control of research and
the large emounts of money that the Govermment spends on such research.

No expense is spared in seeking » solution to & problem that the Govermment
conslders important. In 1941 the Govermment had a lerge group of research
personnel tied up in the search for a vaccine for foot and mouth disease.  50X1
Most of these people were working in a laboratory at a emall town near

Moscow{ ﬁhere were huge numbers of plgs on the premises. 50X1
A research laboratory at lLeninaken, near Yerevan, was working on the prob-
lem of canning meat so that it could be kept for long pericds of time with-
out chemical changes. |

’ \ 0 the progressivenese of Soviet veterinary medicine,
the Government searched comstantly for new methods 50X1
and medications developed asmywhere in the world, and was always ready to
gubstitute the new for the old when convinced that the former was an
improvement.

5. The Federal Veterinary Admimistration in Moscow provides the centralized
direction of veterimary practice, research, and the production and distri-
bution of veterinary biclogical and pharmaceuticel supplies, The Veterimary
Colleges, however, are umder thé comtrol of the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion. Below the Federal Veterinary Administration are the various S8R
Veterinary Administrations. Below the SER Administrations are the County
Veterinsrian Agministrations. Below the County Administrations, which are
headed by the county veterimerian, are the city sand village hospitals which
may or maey mot imclude a regilar veterinsrian on their full-time staffs.
This pyremidal admimistraetive structure is logical and symmetrical through-
out; the trenemission of directives, the relationshipe of subordination
snd superordination, and, to a large extent, the procurement of medical
supplies, follow a fixed pattern inherent in the organizetion. 1In 1941

the chief of the Armemisn SSR Veterinary Administration was a Dr Boyejian,

about 43 at that time, who had an excellemt reputation as a specialist 1n
infectious disesses. He was not a Comnunlst Party member. His predecessor .
had been & Party member and was executed 7or "incompetence” in the late

1930's.
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6. The reporting of diseases 1s governed by regulations amd the systenm,
degplte its buresucratic chaanelization, works smoothly sad adocuacely.
Bvery case of infeetious diseass is reported immediately by the coumty
veterivarian to the chief of the SSR by telephome. This telephons repost
must be followed up later by a written report. The S6R Administration -n
ture. telephones the report to the Federa) Veterinary Administretion maich
prepares imstructions for the county veterinarisn. Uptil the instructicus
arrive, the coumty veterinerian is responsible for taking the necessary
quarantine measures. He is vesponsible for-the diagnosis and his vacins-
tion and immumization directives are based om the essumption that his
diagnosis 1s correct, unless higher veteripary authorities have ressom to

f belleve he is im error. Rorwsdly, the coumty veterinariam will have a Fuil

i luventory of sera amd vaccines om hand and will administer them accordireg
to his inetructioms from the Feleral Administration. Additionel reguive.
uents are sent immediately, by alrplane in pericus emergencies, upom regui-
sltlon through the ususl chanmels, Soviet vaccines end sers are comparahle
in guality to those used in the US. Quarsntiae is enforced by the local
police under the veterinary's general supervision. The county veterineriass
file routine reports every three monttis cn *he incidence and treatment. of
perasitic diseasee in thelr ereas.

7« A serious veterinary problem in the USSR, ard the reason why anthrax bhas
been so prevalent, 1s that dead snimals are buried im or near ti L
ties in which they have died. The ressonm is 50X1

the lack of tremsportation for moving the carcasses and of facllities 50X1
for cremating them. The animals are usually buried im special piaces mear
rivers and some towme have "cadaver holes" imto which the carcasses are
dropped and thea covered with heavy concrete 1ide. The police rplay a bhig
pert im all this since they must prevent the pecple from stealing and sat- |
ing the carcasses, and they are mot always successful, The I'ederal Veteri-
Bary Administration indemmifies collective farms for smimel losges, but &t
& shockingly low rate - usually about 10% of the animsl's worth. All =aaml-
mal vaceination is done at the collective farms ; every year, and in scrord-
ance with Goverament regulations. The collective ferms have nc epecial «r
standardized isclation facilities and sny available building is used. It
a collective farm builds a new barm, it will use the 0ld one for the
isolation of infectad smimals.

50X1

8. \production of veterinery pharmaceuticals ané
blologicalg _ |both produetion and distributiom facilities are
owned .and operated entirely by the Govermment in Moscow. This industry
is controlled by a separate bureau ueder the Federal Veterinery Adminis-

ration. Production plants exist throughout the USSR -] soxt

] Judging from the speed with which supplies

can usually be delivered, there is at least one large 50X1

and d}gersiﬁed plant in every SSK. The production of this material im the

USSR/handled as & state secret and mo ome not directly concerned with it

ever acquires much information on the subject. The plemts are not puirli-

clzed and no ordinary veterimarisr can galn admittance to one of them.

The fleld trips teken by veterinmary students to collective farms, slaughter-

houses and the like, never im 51}1’&9 visits to these production plamts.

9. Meat ingpection im the USSR is also centralized im Moscow under the comtrol
of the Federal Veterinary Administration, |
L [ Inspected meat is graded into Three

groups - condemned, middle quality, and good quality. Ipspection 1is care-
ful and competent but the imspector cannot condemn too much meat without
running the rigk of being charged as an enemy of the state. Only really
dawgerous meat is condemned and sometimes not all of the animal is
destroyed. For example, the beef from a tubercular cowwill usually go .
through as middle quality after the remove! of the lungs and liver.

50X1

CONFIDERTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/05/13 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200050002-1



50X1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/05/13 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200050002-1

10.

CONFIDENTLAL
b

The inspection of meat for importad export is a very special achivity
and ig administered by the foreign trade authorities rather thaz by tn-
Federsl Veterinary Admimistration. The veterinariens assigned to thia
work ere usually Party members and they are all important people. This
work, like veterinary biological production, is secret amd veterinary
students are not allowed to visit the places where this kind of imspe~sion
iz done.
50X1
In 1941 every known imfectious disease of animals could be found im the
USSR and none of these diseases| was anywhers 50X1
near being eiiminsted.

/ Roughly LO% of the cattle in the USSR suffered from
brucellosls, and the research people were hard at work on this. At leest
1% of the Army horses had glanders. Hoof and mouth disease broke out
every year it some part of the country. Rinderpesst epidemics were
occasionally brought im from Turkey, but most of them were not very
gserious. The ome in 1935, however, wuns quite serious. Hog cholera wus
endemic throughout the USSR ard there were heavy losses every yaar from
sheep pox in the Caucasus. Sheep tapeworm was also widespread .Lod sooer
especinlly the young ones, had to be wormed every year. Brucellosis and
cattle TB were, however, the only diseasee which eppeared to be om the
increase. The only thing conrcerning matural resistamce to 50X1
certain diseases of Soviet amrimals concerned the resistance to TB of
mountain cattle im the Caucasus. It wes known that these cattle, which
geve little milk end required little food, mever comtracted the digdase. ‘

-end--
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